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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of LOUISIANA

March 12, 2013

Judge Lance Africk
Section I
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana
500 Poydras Street
New Orleans, LA 70130
Re: Lashawn Jones et al. and the Unitéd States of America
v. Marlin Gusman and the City of New Orleans
Civil Action 2:12-cv-00859
Dear Judge Africk:

The ACLU of Louisiana submits the following comments in support of the entry of a Consent
Decree between the City of New Orleans and Orleans Parish Prison: '

The ACLU of Louisiana (“ACLU”) is the state’s leading organization dedicated to
defending civil liberties. With just under 1500 active members and supporters throughout the
state, and about 500 in New Orleans, the ACLU has a vested interest in matters pertaining to a
safe and Constitutionally operated prison in New Orleans and elsewhere in Louisiana. For many
years we have monitored the conditions inside the QOrleans Parish Prison (*OPP) and have long
been concerned about such issues as inadequate medical care, improper classification of inmates,
abuse by both guards and other inmates; unsanitary conditions; and other issues. Over the years,
we have brought many of our concerns to the attention of the U.S. Department of Justice, and we
welcomed the DOJ’s investigation of OPP, anticipating the needed reforms it would bring.

Since 2008, our office has received 260 complaints from people who have been
incarcerated at OPP on matters pertaining to the conditions of confinement. This number does
not include the many complaints we receive from inmates on other issues. The subjects of these
complaints include:

Unhealthy Conditions — 71
Overcrowding — 68
Legal - 65 _
(access to law library, attorney/client privacy, timely transportation to court, ete.).
Violence — 27
Medical Care — 23
Religious Discrimination — 5
Disability Discrimination - 1

These are the incidents directly reported to the ACLU by people seeking our legal help. Not
everyone with a complaint about prison contacts our office, and we have no records of situations
not directly reported to us. We know of many more such incidents from media reports and from



@

conversations with community members and other organizations. For instance, from media
reports we know that just last week an inmate died of cardiac arrest. We also know of improper
supervision as demonstrated by the high number of escapes that are reported in news media. .
Moreover, we believe that since the pending lawsuit was filed by the Southern Poverty Law

Center, additional complaints have gone to their attention and are therefore not in the ACLU’s
database,

Because of our longstanding concerns about Constitutional violations by some members
of the NOPD, the ACLU welcomed the DOJ’s investigation and has followed it closely. It is
clear from information submitted directly to the ACLU and from what we know from other )
sources that unconstitutional conditions remain, and that the situation inside the prison is dire.
The people of New Orleans are entitled to know that, should they find themselves inside Orleans
Parish Prison for any reason, they will be treated within the confines of the law. For this reason

we support entry of a Consent Decree to bring the Orleans Parish Prison into compliance with
Constitutional requirements.

The ACLU takes no position on the specific terms of the proposed or final Consent
Decree, but we urge the Court to hold those responsible for the Orleans Parish Prison
accountable for the conditions inside and to ensure that those conditions will, from here forward,
comport with all legal requirements. '

Sincgrely,

arjorie R. Esman
Executive Director
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March 7, 2013

Honorable Lance Affrick
Clerk

Attention Jones V. Gusman
500 Poydras

New Orleans, LA 70130

My name is Donald Chopinand lam a volunteer chaplain at Orleans Parish Prison. The inmates in OPP
welcome the opportunity 1o express their grievances and concern to you directly in the enclosed letters.

Sincerely,

Wvwold

Donald Chopin
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